
438 Unit 7: Learner Differences

MODULE 21
COGNITIVE 
DISABILITIES

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Cognitive Disabilities in Today’s Classrooms

•	 Special Education Referral and Eligibility

•	 Planning and Placement 
➊	 Describe how cognitive disabilities are identified and served under 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act. 

Intellectual Disabilities 

•	 Identification of Intellectual Disabilities

•	 Applications: Guidelines for Teachers in the General 

Education Classroom 

➋	 Discuss the impairments you would expect to see in students 

with intellectual disabilities and the curricular approaches useful 

in addressing these deficits. 

Specific Learning Disabilities 

•	 Identification of Specific Learning Disabilities

•	 Reading Disability

•	 Mathematics Disability 

➌	 Explain how learning disabilities are identified using the 

IQ-achievement discrepancy and the response-to-intervention 

approach.

➍	 Explain the characteristic deficits you would look for in 

identifying students with reading and mathematics disabilities 

and how you would approach remediating these deficits. 

COGNITIVE DISABILITIES  
IN TODAY’S CLASSROOMS

➊	 Describe how cognitive disabilities are identified and served under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Improvement Act. 

Teachers play a central role in the education of students with disabilities. They not only refer 
students for special education evaluations but also assist in determining the eligibility of students 
for special education and implement curricular modifications in the classroom. Who are the 
students with disabilities? Let’s first look to federal special education law for an answer.
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